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people across the globe that it has served. By
immersing themselves in local cultures and
working side by side with the communities
they serve, Peace Corps volunteers have
made a positive impact in a very personal
way. They work with teachers and parents to
improve access to education, with community
groups to reach out to at-risk youth, with farm-
ers to develop better farming methods, and
with communities and local governments to
stop the spread of HIV/AIDS and other infec-
tious diseases.

The Peace Corps’ work has made a critical
contribution to America’s national security.
Born during the height of the cold war as a
means of preventing the false promise of com-
munism from taking hold in the developing
world, it has adapted its mission for the 21st
century to embrace all people struggling to
survive and take advantage of the new oppor-
tunities of our times. Peace Corps is critical in
our effort to promote sustainable development,
human rights and rule of law, and encourage
free markets. Through Peace Corps, people of
foreign nations learn that America is a force
for peace, justice and prosperity in the world.

The Peace Corps is celebrating its 46th an-
niversary this week to raise awareness of its
good work. | would like to recognize the 13
volunteers from my district who have met
President Kennedy’s call and are serving val-
iantly in countries across the globe. | ask my
colleagues, Mr. Speaker, to join me in cele-
brating the Peace Corps’ success and wishing
it well into the future.

SWORN-IN VOLUNTEERS IN THE 12TH DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA, REPRESENTATIVE TOM LANTOS

Country of Start of SVC Projected COS

Volunteer name service date date

Beasley, Rachel E .........
Beitiks, Mikelis V .

Brownlee, Thomas E ..
Capp, Anna J .........
De Vries, Thomas B
Farrell, Rachel L ...
Finlev, Tessa M
Kent, Ashley M ...
Levine, Pamela B .
Meyer, Andrea R ...

Niger ...........
. Ghana ...
. South Africa
. Burkina Faso

29-Sep—2006
02-Dec—-2005
13-0ct-2005
21-0ct-2005
09-Sep—2005
02-Dec—2005
05-Aug-2005
15-Dec—2005
16-Aug-2006
14-Aug-2006
01-Jun-2006
06-Dec—2005
05-Aug-2005

28-Sep—2008
02-Dec—-2007
06-0ct-2007
18-0ct-2007
03-Sep—2007
02-Dec—-2007
03-Aug-2007
11-Dec—2007
16-May-2008
09-Aug-2008
06-Jun-2008
11-Dec—2007
04-Aug-2007

Tang, Natalie M ...
Wandro, Joshua D .
Total vol s 13 e

Azerbaijan ...
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SPIRIT OF SOUTH CAROLINA
LAUNCHES HOPE FOR STUDENTS
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OF SOUTH CAROLINA
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Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, on Sunday, March 4, 2007, an im-
portant event will take place in Charleston,
SC. The South Carolina Maritime Heritage
Foundation will be launching its tall ship, the
Spirit of South Carolina.

The Spirit of South Carolina a few years
ago was nothing more than a footnote in the
South Carolina history books. “The residents
of Charleston and South Carolina are recon-
necting with a bygone era, and in so doing,
they intend to address crucial issues in edu-
cation. In a city known for historic preserva-
tion, this initiative isn’t about buildings; this
time it involves a ship—the Spirit of South
Carolina. When the newly built, 140-foot tradi-
tional sailing vessel finally splashes down on
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Sunday, March 4, it will offer a unique portal
into the region’s history, but it will also present
a window of opportunity for tackling some vex-
ing problems facing the State’s school sys-
tems.

Almost 6 years in the making, this elegant,
robust vessel—envisioned originally as a
means of rekindling interest in the region’s rich
maritime heritage—will become the first gen-
uine wooden sailing ship to be built here in
more than 100 years. Where once there were
hundreds of such ships, and many shipyards,
now there is just one to call this region home,
but it's a ship worth the wait.

The 150-ton Spirit of South Carolina has
been designed and built along the lines of the
traditional pilot schooners that served as a
vital component of the region’s busy mer-
cantile scene in the 18th and 19th centuries.
Like its forerunners, this ship has been built
with traditional methods, including lumber
grown in South Carolina, and this ship will
also have a crucial function—serving to deep-
en and enhance the education of young stu-
dents from around the State.

The Spirit of South Carolina will serve as an
ambassador for our community and for the
State of South Carolina. She is a beautiful,
fast, world-class schooner, which will rep-
resent the history and culture of the Palmetto
State in port cities around the world. Wherever
she sails, the Spirit of South Carolina and her
crew will serve as South Carolina’s goodwill
ambassadors.

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of
folks like Chairman John “Hank” Hofford,
Mayor Joe Riley, Pierre Manigault, R.E.
“Teddy” Turner, Jr., Brad and Meaghan Van
Liew, Captain Anthony Arrow and many more,
the Spirit of South Carolina is now a reality.

RECOGNIZING CHRISTOPHER
BLAKE FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Christopher Blake, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 395, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Christopher has been very active with his
troop, participating in many Scout activities.
Over the many years Christopher has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community,

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Christopher Blake for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

E437

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2007
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize an outstanding
group of men and women in Northern Virginia.
The Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce
annually recognizes individuals who have
demonstrated superior dedication to public
safety with the prestigious Valor Award. Sev-
eral members of the Fairfax County Police De-
partment have earned this highest honor that
Fairfax County bestows upon its public safety
officials.

There are several types of Valor Awards
that can be awarded to a public safety officer:
the Lifesaving Award, the Certificate of Valor,
or the Gold, Silver, or Bronze Medal of Valor.

It is with great pride that | enter into the
record the names of the recipients of the 2007
Valor Awards in the Fairfax County Police De-
partment. Receiving the Lifesaving Award: Mr.
Khalid S. Sheikh; the Certificate of Valor: Ser-
geant Michael O. Barbazette, Detective An-
thony D. Erway, Police Officer First Class
Brian A. Gaydos, Detective John P. Keating,
Second Lieutenant Christopher C. Cochrane,
Police Officer First Class John S. Turner Jr.,
Police Officer First Class Eric M. Hillebrand,
Police Officer First Class Darrell D. Estess;
the Gold Medal: Master Police Officer Michael
E. Garbarino, Detective Vicky O. Armel, Offi-
cer Richard A. Lehr Jr.; the Silver Medal: Mas-
ter Police Officer Mark P. Dale, Detective Jef-
frey W. Andrea, Master Police Officer William
C. Horn, Second Lieutenant Boyd F. Thomp-
son Jr.; the Bronze Medal: Police Officer First
Class Westley S. Bevan, Lieutenant Stephen
J. Thompson, Second Lieutenant Craig C.
Copeland, Detective Steven L. Carroll, Police
Officer First Class Daniel L. Horton, Master
Police Officer Jeffrey K. Rockenbaugh, Master
Police Officer Robert D. Patterson, Police Offi-
cer First Class James H. Urie, Police Officer
First Class Ivan J. Roeske, Public Safety
Communicator Ill Lisa A. Smith, Lieutenant Jo-
seph R. Hill, Police Officer First Class Chris-
topher R. Keaveny, Police Officer First Class
David M. Popik, Sergeant Mark J. Smith, Ser-
geant John G. Sterling, Police Officer First
Class Michael A. Wheeler.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the men and
women who serve in the Fairfax County Police
Department. Their efforts, made on behalf of
the citizens of Fairfax County, are selfless acts
of heroism and truly merit our highest praise.
| ask my colleagues to join me in applauding
this group of remarkable citizens.

——
SIKH EDITOR WRITES TO PRESI-

DENT BUSH, URGES SUPPORT
FOR SIKH FREEDOM

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, recently, Dr.
Awatar Singh Sekhon, Managing Editor of the
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